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The International School Choice and Reform Conference (ISCRC) is an academic conference that gathers
scholars who study various forms of school choice, systemic reform, and educational innovation. This
includes scholarship on how school choice is enacted, the mechanisms that structure school choice
programs, and both the individual and systemic outcomes of school choice and reform. To the greatest
extent possible, ISCRC includes multiple perspectives. Some of the research is more supportive of various
forms of school choice while other research has a more critical stance. Still others favor one form of choice
while opposing other forms of choice. Conference participants are connected by the goal of using quality
research to shed light on how school choice and reform policies actually work.

The Conference emphasizes:

» Both critical and supportive analyses of all forms of school choice. The Conference actively seeks all
sides of the school choice and reform debate.

e Emphasis on high quality, data-backed research into the subject or informed policy debate. The
Program Committee subjects all proposals to critical peer review.

» Concentration on what we can learn from international experiences and comparisons.

e An opportunity to attend a small, intimate Conference where meaningful networking can take place in
an atmosphere which is both academically rigorous and professionally friendly. Typically, Conference
attendance is limited to 150 scholars/practitioners.

Initially founded by the leaders of the Journal of School Choice and Reform, the ISCRC has grown into an
important forum for the examination of forms of education, including alternatives and reforms to traditional
public schools. Its primary goal is to act as a means whereby scholars and practitioners can come together
in small groups to identify unanswered issues related to school choice and reform and to identify areas of
possible collaboration.

The ISCRC o ers a unique opportunity for school choice scholars to gather in small groups. The Conference
aims to keep its enrolliment small and includes in its registration fee multiple meal and reception
opportunities for participants to meet one another. All presentation sessions are designed with abundant
time for discussion and debate. We call your attention to an innovative category, Critical Conversations and
Networking, which has received great acclaim.

This year will be a bittersweet Conference. While we celebrate a return to hosting the Conference face-
to-face and the 10th convening of the ISCRC, we also mourn the loss of Robert Fox, a cofounder of the
conference and whose leadership and will has sustained this conference since its inception. Bob was a
great person, great friend and mentor, and a great champion for the Conference, open debate, dialogue, and
truth. Without his great leadership, the ISCRC would not be nearly as great as it is today. While Bob will not
be physically with us, we will celebrate his full life and tremendous commitment to the ISCRC.
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